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The Climate Times

WE NEED A RAPID SWITCH
TO ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Are you considering an EV? 

This month, The Spark is focusing on the need to
rapidly switch to electric vehicles — passenger
cars, vans, buses and trucks. The war in the
Middle East has highlighted Australia’s over-
dependence on imported fossil fuels to meet its
transportation needs.
 
Australia’s 20 million cars on the road burn
around 25 billion litres of petrol and diesel per
year. Greater adoption of EVs will dramatically
reduce this fuel consumption; roughly 1 billion
litres per year for every 1 million EVs. EVs
consume locally produced energy, whether it is
from rooftop PV or the grid; none of this energy
is subject to geopolitical shocks. In addition, a
substantial number of EVs can provide
electricity during a power outage, keeping the
fridge powered, the internet working, and a few
lights on. 

We are very fortunate to have AMH selling
electric cars right here in the Eurobodalla - in
Batemans Bay and Moruya. BYD’s can now be
serviced at Moruya. The Moruya dealership
sold 80 electric cars in March alone. Australia-
wide, EV sales jumped 50% in March, and this
trend continued in April. 

SHASA members Kathryn Maxwell, Andrew
Everard and Thomas Schild, early adopters of
electric cars, can provide one-on-one chats with
people seriously considering buying an EV. It
takes about 30 minutes. To arrange an EV chat
either ring/text 0467 558645 or email
contact.shasa@gmail.com to arrange a time. 

SHASA is also running an EV Expo on 6 June
at the Moruya Markets. Come down and find
out about what it's like to own an EV in the
Eurobodalla.

Kathryn Maxwell
President SHASA
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BYD dealership in Moruya

mailto:contact.shasa@gmail.com


SATURDAY 6 JUNE
Moruya Country Markets

Riverside Park, Moruya
8am to 12:30pm



Saturday 6 June 
SHASA Electric Vehicle Expo 
Moruya Country Markets 
Riverside Park Moruya 
8am-12.30pm

Friday 12 June 
Moruya Volunteer & Community Expo 
Moruya RSL Hall, 11am-2pm

Saturday 13 June  
Batemans Bay Volunteer & Community Expo 
Bunnings Batemans Bay, 10am-2pm 

Thursday 18 June  
Offical opening of new upgrades to 
Dr Mackay Centre
9 Page St Moruya, 2pm

Sunday 19 July
EuroBEV luncheon
Stingrays Ocean & Grill
4/1 Clyde St, Batemans Bay
12pm



SHASA is happy to announce the official opening of the new upgrades to
the Dr Mackay Centre will be held on: 

Thursday 18 June at 2pm
Guest speakers at the event will be Dr Michael Holland, MP for Bega and Mathew Hatcher, ESC Mayor.

SHASA UPGRADES DR MACKAY
COMMUNITY CENTRE

OFFICIAL OPENING

Last year SHASA was successful
with its community support
infrastructure project grant
submission. 

A cheque was presented to
SHASA for $49,997 to support
the upgrade of the Dr Mackay
Community Centre in Moruya . 

In partnership with the
Eurobodalla Shire Council and
with the work undertaken by
MESA (Micro Energy Systems
Australia), SHASA was able to
oversee the installation of solar
panels, batteries and
electrification of the building’s
kitchen. 

Members of the SHASA Executive
receiving the cheque in 2025 from Dr

Michael Holland MP



100%
SHASA Public Fund    BSB: 641800    Account: 200924351

DONATIONS ARE
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

IN THE LAST 12
MONTHS, SHASA
HAS FUNDED... 

FUNDS RAISED ARE SPENT ON LOCAL RESILIENCE PROJECTS

Solar and battery system for Safe Havens Caravans

Solar and battery system for the Tuross
Community Gardens 

The printing of Charlie's Birthday Adventure 

so that they can have have hot water for a cuppa and
recharge their electric gardening tools on site.

A children's book by Dr Michelle Hamrosi designed to
introduce disaster preparedness concepts to preschool-aged
children and their families.

A group Tibla locals who source unwanted caravans, restore them to a
liveable condition and give them to those in difficult circumstances,
providing shelter, safety and comfort.

SCAN QR
CODE TO
DONATE





D I S C O V E R meaningful
volunteering roles aligned
with your ski l ls,  values and
schedule

Have you ever wanted to
everything our community has to
offer? 

Come C O N N E C T with the
incredible individuals,
organisations, and services
that enrich our l ives

C O M M U N I T Y  &
V O L U N T E E R
E X P O  2 0 2 6
MOR U Y A

F R E E
E V E N T

Friday

11am - 2pm
 

12 June

 Memorial  RSL Hall ,

Moruya 

E X P L O R E

Hosted and Supported by: For more

information

I N F O  S E S S I O N S

D E M O N S T R A T I O N S

L O C A L  L E G E N D S  A W A R D



D I S C O V E R meaningful
volunteering roles aligned
with your ski l ls,  values and
schedule

Have you ever wanted to
everything our community has to
offer? 

Come C O N N E C T with the
incredible individuals,
organisations, and services
that enrich our l ives

C O M M U N I T Y  &
V O L U N T E E R
E X P O  2 0 2 6

 F R E E
E V E N T

Saturday

10am - 2pm
 

13 June

Bunnings Warehouse

Batemans Bay

B A T E M A N S  B A Y

E X P L O R E

Hosted and Supported by: For more

information











The Australian electric van market has reached a new
milestone with the launch of the Farizon V7E — a medium
electric van priced below $50,000 drive-away. For Fleet
Managers and novated lease buyers, the headline is simple;
this is the first time a medium-segment electric van has
entered the market at a price point that competes directly
with diesel alternatives.

In addition, Kia has announced that its PV5 van will soon be
arriving in Australia. At $55,990, this vehicle will compete
head-on with the ubiquitous Toyota HiAce, which is priced
similarly, finally providing an electric option in this segment.
Whilst the Kia PV5 offers a minibus option, this appears to be
limited to five seats.

There are at least a dozen electric vans on the market in
Australia, from suppliers such as LDV, Ford, Renault, Mercedes
Benz, Peugeot and Volkswagen. More models are expected in
the next 12 months.

Disappointingly, there are no electric 12-seater buses available
in Australia yet. A quick search on UK websites shows that Ford,
LDV and Renault, at least, have suitable vehicles on offer. In
Australia so far, the Volkswagen ID.Buzz and Mercedes Benz
eVito are available, but limited to seven or eight seats. Twelve-
seat minibuses are essential for our clubs, taxi companies and
shuttle services, as they can be driven on a car license. There
have been two vehicles in the market which ended up being
much too expensive and unsupported. Which of the 
major brands will step up to this first?

Arno Schaaf
Chair, SHASA Energy Committee

ELECTRIC VANS HAVE COME A LONG WAY 











ELECTRIC TRUCKS

Electric trucks are becoming available, with
Volvo, Daimler and Scania offering several
heavy battery electric trucks and prime movers.
Companies such as Team Global Express and
DHL already use them for general logistics.
Linfox, Toll and others provide freight services
for Coles, Bunnings, Coca Cola and Bluescope,
among others. Woolworths, Coles, Bunnings
and others use light commercial vehicles from
suppliers such as Fuso and Foton for home and
other deliveries.

Electric trucks have ranges from around 200km
for the smaller ones to 600km for heavy trucks,
with fast recharge times. Both Team Global
Express and Centurion in WA have established
charging depots. More truck models will
become available in the next 12 months.

With the increase in the cost of diesel and the
risk of supply disruption, it is time to prove the
DCCEEW forecast wrong and start to make
some serious progress on electrifying
Australia’s road transport fleet.

Arno Schaaf
Chair

SHASA Energy Committee

Electric trucks are a powerful means to
reduce Australia’s heavy reliance on diesel. 

Articulated trucks are the workhorses of
moving freight around Australia, responsible
for almost 80% of the freight effort. They
make up 0.57% of registered vehicles in
Australia (or around 124,000), but are
responsible for almost 16% of our transport
emissions. That’s more than the emissions
from domestic aviation!

Rigid trucks follow close behind, making up
2.9% of registrations and responsible for 11%
of our transport emissions. Light commercial
vehicles represent 19% of all registrations,
and 22% of transport emissions.

The Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) in its
2025 emissions projections forecasts that
overall transport emissions will decline by
22% by 2040, almost all that reduction
coming from passenger vehicles, with the
heavy freight categories static or even
increasing their emissions.

Sources:
https://www.bitre.gov.au/publications/2025/australian-infrastructure-and-transport-statistics-yearbook-2024 
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/australias-emissions-projections-2025.pdf 
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/tourism-and-transport/motor-vehicle-census-australia/31-jan-2021



Source: The Guardian

NSW electric buses,
trains and light rail
services to run entirely
on renewable energy
from 2027

More fast chargers
and electric trucks
promised for NSW

F‌u‌r‌t‌h‌e‌r‌ ‌r‌e‌a‌d‌i‌n‌g‌  

Source: 
Repower Shoalhaven

Why buy an
electric vehicle? 

Source: Zecar

What the EV
Ownership Survey

reveals about
Australia's EV

market

Source: The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/apr/16/nsw-electric-buses-trains-and-light-rail-services-to-run-entirely-on-renewable-energy-from-2027-in-19bn-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/apr/16/nsw-electric-buses-trains-and-light-rail-services-to-run-entirely-on-renewable-energy-from-2027-in-19bn-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/apr/16/nsw-electric-buses-trains-and-light-rail-services-to-run-entirely-on-renewable-energy-from-2027-in-19bn-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/apr/16/nsw-electric-buses-trains-and-light-rail-services-to-run-entirely-on-renewable-energy-from-2027-in-19bn-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/apr/16/nsw-electric-buses-trains-and-light-rail-services-to-run-entirely-on-renewable-energy-from-2027-in-19bn-deal
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/electric-vehicles/charging-an-electric-vehicle/nsw-electric-vehicle-charging-map
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/electric-vehicles/charging-an-electric-vehicle/nsw-electric-vehicle-charging-map
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/electric-vehicles/charging-an-electric-vehicle/nsw-electric-vehicle-charging-map
https://zecar.com/reviews/what-the-ev-ownership-survey-reveals-about-australia-s-ev-market
https://zecar.com/reviews/what-the-ev-ownership-survey-reveals-about-australia-s-ev-market
https://zecar.com/reviews/what-the-ev-ownership-survey-reveals-about-australia-s-ev-market
https://zecar.com/reviews/what-the-ev-ownership-survey-reveals-about-australia-s-ev-market
https://zecar.com/reviews/what-the-ev-ownership-survey-reveals-about-australia-s-ev-market


F‌u‌r‌t‌h‌e‌r‌ ‌r‌e‌a‌d‌i‌n‌g‌  

Source: Australia
Institute, AIHW, CSIRO,
Treasury, Infrastructure
Australia

Source: Climate Council



Source: Facebook group

F‌u‌r‌t‌h‌e‌r‌ ‌r‌e‌a‌d‌i‌n‌g‌  

Source: This is Electric



Source: The Driven

VIDEO: 
Solar farm opens in
Goulburn

FUN: Electric van
offers "nostalgia
mode"

F‌u‌r‌t‌h‌e‌r‌ ‌r‌e‌a‌d‌i‌n‌g‌  

Source: Zecar

BYD to send 30,000
extra EVs to Australia
and give priority to
essential workers

Source: YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5okuNJyVOMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5okuNJyVOMU
https://thedriven.io/2026/04/08/the-electric-van-that-offers-nostalgia-mode-including-diesel-smells-and-noise/
https://thedriven.io/2026/04/08/the-electric-van-that-offers-nostalgia-mode-including-diesel-smells-and-noise/
https://thedriven.io/2026/04/08/the-electric-van-that-offers-nostalgia-mode-including-diesel-smells-and-noise/
https://zecar.com/reviews/byd-30000-extra-evs-australia-essential-workers
https://zecar.com/reviews/byd-30000-extra-evs-australia-essential-workers
https://zecar.com/reviews/byd-30000-extra-evs-australia-essential-workers
https://zecar.com/reviews/byd-30000-extra-evs-australia-essential-workers
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